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SIAM AND ITS PEOPLE.

The Venice of the Orient and Its
Miles of Floating Houses.

BANGEOK AXND ITS WATERWAYS

A Conntry Where All the Wombn Wear
Short Ihi; and

ALL THE BABIER SMOKE CIGARETTES

‘CORALSPFONDENCE OF THE DISTATCH.]
BANGEOK, Siawm,
February 5.—Siam
isone of the out-of-
the-way countries of
the world, None of
the great steamship
lines of the Pacific or
of the Indian ocean®

+« stop at it Few
globe trotters visit it
and it is about 1,500
mile out of the regu-
lar line of traveél

b, sround the world.

"¢ The great Siumese

peninsula juts dowa

from the east coast of

Stameze Blave. China. It contains
balf & dozen different countries, the chief of
which are Burmah, Siam asd the Freach

Btates of China. Siam itself is at the lower

end of the peninsuls and it bounds the

greator part of that mighty body of water

known as the Gulf of Siam. It is 1,300

miles long, and at its widest part it is 450

miles wide. Ttisalmost as fiat as your

Land, though it has here and there a2 fow

mountsin chaine. It has many big rivers

and the country is as much cut up with
esnils as is Holland. Duriog the rainy
gearon it becumes a mighty lake, and
the people move here and there from one
city to snother in bosts. The greatest river
is the Menam, which the Sinmese know by
the same name as the Indian knew the

Mississippi. Itis “the father of waters"

and it forms the great highway of the king-

dom. This river flows into the Gulfof

Siam at its head and it isabout 40 miles from

Slamese Women,

its mouth thdt I sit here on its banks and
write this letter in thiz floating city of
Bungkok. Imagine a city as large as
Chicago, of which ninety-nine hundredths

of the people live on the water, There are |
15 miles of Hoating houses on the two sides |
of this river, and these, with the King's |
palaces and a few foreign buildings on the
lsnd, make.up the eapital of the Sinmese
people,

There are 6000000 and more of these
Biamese, and their country covers & terri-
tory of about twice the size of Colorado,
four times the size of New York, and it is
sbout five times as big as Ohio. It is a
tropical country, and the click of my type-
writer falls upon my ears wixed with the
=ongs of the thousands of birds which sing
in the branches of the trees cufside the
oriental hgpel. The doors and the windows
are all open, and the lichtest of white duck
linen is oppressive as clothing. It is Febra-
ary, but I long to go 8« naked as the Siam-
ese themselves; and it makes me perspire to
think of American overcoats and of the
clothing which you people wear as I write.
It is too hot to go out in the middle of the
day, and we have all the surronndings of
the tropics. The cocoanut and the palm
tree line the banks of this Menam river, and
the boats flit in and out of jungles which
remind one of the swamps of Florida, save
that you may see the monkevs upon the
trees, and the plumage of the birds is more
eplendid.

A Bostling Watery Highway.

I wish I could give you a picture of onr
ride up the Menam to Baugkok. The sides
of the river are lined with these small float-
ing bhouses. They are anchored to piles
and they lie balf hidden by the great psim
trees on the banks. Here and there a canal
juts off into the jungle and the honses on it
makes this s flosting street. These honses
sre made of bamboo with their sides and
their roofs thatched with palm leaves, They
are sometimes on piles high above the
water, but more often they rest on its sur-
fsce. Ther are tied to poles driven into the
bed of the river and they rise and fall with
the tide. Their sverage height is not more
than ten fect and each looks like two large
dog kennels fasiened together ana covered
with palm leaves.

Here aud there is an opening in the palm
treex and you get a glimpse of the country;
it iz flat ax the waters of the river,and where
it is plowed it looks as black as your hat.
The only beasts upon it are ugly water baf-
faloes. There are no fenoes, no
only these thatehed c{mmm on piles.

e river is winding. It is perhaps a
guaﬂﬂ of & mile wide and every ::m
rings new surprises. As we near Bangkok
the waters are alive with ernft of all kinds.
Little, naked, brown, shock-headed young-
sters paddle long canoes not over two feet
wide and so sharp thet the lesxst balance
would nnseat the rower. There are half-
psked women with grest hats of straw,
which Jook like inveried workbaskets, sit-1
ting bare-lagred and bare-breasted in boats
whfnh they paddle along, and boatx of sll
sises are worked by all sges and sexes, from
babies of six to wrinkled old men and short,
y-daired women of G0. As you enter
Enfh,k the crowd inereases. Instead of
one line of flosting bouses along the banks
there are three aod sometimes four. The
whole river is alive and you tarn your eyes
this way and that, meeting & maze of new
vbjects at every turo.

The Belles of Slam.

The women are very thinly clad, and hide
none of the outlines of beauty. There is
beauty, too, in the outlines of thess plamp,
siraight, lithe-limbed Siamese maidens. A
pari of their edueation is bending the
joints bsck and forth to make them
stpple and they mre &s straight as so
many pine trees, and they move with the
gruce of the Indis rubber man in the eirens,
Their stepisa light one, for they walk
without shoes and all_ pative Siam goes
Jbare-1oted. are all’ and

short-haired,
girls have beads which
se=m fo be afflicted with s perpetual cow-

heads. Here one turns
8he has s dark brown com-
Her forehead is square, her cheek
e her nose is hall ﬂ“r“id it
up over & of ripe,
luscious She opm?i'har mouth
and the black of her lips is equaled only by
the jet of her teeth. The .%1: is disgust-
ing. This maiden, like all the men, women
and children in Bangkok,is a chewer of the,
betel nut, which turns the teeth black, puffs
out the lips and msakes them erack. The
| nut is a native of Siam, and immense
guantities of them are exported to India and
other countries where the chewing of it
prevails. It has a green skin-and is of the
size of & black walnut. Itis sold in pieces
the size of a hickory nutsnd it is ofm: nf:
spongy nature, having a bitter as
taste, The Siamese mix it with lime
colored red, and a bit of tobacco. The red
lime is wrapped up in green leaves, and
everyone in the country has a betel box
near him. He chews and spits and spits
and chews all day long and it is said that
this habit costs the people fully as much as
their food. It has much the same effect as
tobacco in that it takes away hunger and
produces a stimulating and soothing sensa-
tion. It is used everywhere and the bride-
groom gives a presentof betel nuts to his
bride. ies are given it sometimes before
they are weaned, and I saw u young Siamese
g:lvmlurdny,o! 10, ae naked as was Adam
ore the fall, squi betel juice be-
tween his teeth and si ats mark, It
is a wile, filthy habit, and it furns the
Siamese from & moderately bhandsome na-
tion into s most ugly one.

Flonting Emporiums.

The Biamese girls have beauntiful eyes and
the plump, olive cheeks of maidens of 15
would be very attractive were it not for the
betel.  Theireyes are bisck, lustrous and
full of soul. They aren friendly set, too,
and they do not shrug their rosy uncovered
shoulders and astempt to pull down their
ballet girl eostume in the presence of the
men. Many of them are peddlersin this
city of Canas, and they sit in thase long,
narrow canoe-like boats and paddle along
their wares from house to house. They
seem to be the managers of the stores and
these river shops of Bangkok are out on the
water, and the maiden storekeeper squats
down on the floor with her goods all around
her and with her betel box and tobacco be-
side her. Her husband is usually lying in
4 back room or loafing. Her stock is very
small, and there is nothing for the forei
to buy. The wants of the people are few.
Siamese washing takes neither soap nor
starch, and wvegetables and rice constitute
the most of the food of the people. When
they want & dsinty they take a little raw,
rotten fish and mix it with their curry an
the majority of them do not know what
meat is,

.

An Aquniic Race,

The Siamese wash their clothes and their
bodies at the same time, and this river Me-
pam is always ‘Tull of bathers. The girls
s"%p down into the water with this yard-
wide striparound their waists and roll about
like mermaids. The men bathe in the same
way,and they delight in taking s vessel and
filling it with water and standing or sitting
on the wharves of their houses and raising
it high above their heads and letting the
oool stream pour over their warm persons.
After they have had s bath they stand a
minute to let themselves dry, then slipping
another cloth loosely about the waist, over
their wet garment, they let the other fall to
the floor, wriuﬁ, it ont and ary it for second
wearing. In the evening you see this bath-
ing going on everywhere, and the play-
ground of the children of Bangkok is in the
river.

A Sinmese Home.

These floafing homes are more like cot-
tages or huts than houses, the average size
of them is three rooms, and you could set
one roof all down within a good sized
Awmerican parlor. First there is an outer
ledge covered with a roof and open to the
river. Inside there is a kitchen and bed-
room. They have no windows, and in
Bangkok I don't suppose there are a hun-
dred panes of window glass. The climate is
so warm that the people want every bresth
of air they can get, and when you pack the
survivors of two or three generations of one
family into one of these hutls you bave mo
need of either windows or doors. There
are no chairs in these floating houses, The
people sleep upon mats, or straw, or skins,
and their pillows are stuffed with cotion, or
are mere pieces of wood. The beds of the
ordinary fsmtly are filled with bugs asd of
all the numerous species of the reptile crea-
tion, Siam seems to have its share. Thereare
ants, nitoes and lizards, everywhere,
and the bodies of these naked children are
rubbed with a yellow powder which keeps

the uitoes awsy., A Bismese kitchen
has mmny undy the people never need

A Man of Siam.

s base burner. Thé oooking is sll done
over e::ldl“lizl box filled w.ittlildmhu
..h- Qhw “]hl.l’, 28 are &
rice pot, & keitle and & fryihg pan. Many
of the estables are bought cooked, and the
rice is first boiled and then set to steam in
an earthen pot. Rice forme the bread of
the country, and the Siamese knows noth-
ing of the after jovs of the underdone Amer-
iean pie or the oily Boston baked beans,
ese tFu'ln pever learn how to
make cake or pudding; they have no roasts
and no soups. squat on the floor,
around & little table not more than s foot
high, when they eat and each puts her own
hands into the common dish and picks out
the morsel which pleases here. In eating
riuﬂ:gpﬁtﬂuw le hand into the steam-
inq kettle, and rolling the mess into & hard
ball between their fingers, they crowd it
into their betel-stained mouths The men
a5 lords of the family, get the first bite and
the women take what is left. There is how-
;::r, no fixed dinner hour, llil: gastronomy
n lmq ways to go before it will become
& science ﬁnn

A Natlen of Smokers.

Everyone in Siam smokes—men, women
and children. The people have no pocketa
and their favorite place for carrying cigars
and cigarettes isbehind the ear, just as our
American clerks carry their pens and pen-
cile. Tsawas naked boy of 4 yesterday
standing in & crowd smoking a cigaretie,
He was puffing away lustily at the
in Nig Seonth, el be Bibd thraothors yor oy,

lit—aone behind each ear. He apparentl
smoked

enjoyed his tobacco and sad spit |

and spit and smoked as though it was an
em{:nr matter, as I doubt not it was

His brown-skioned father in o waist cloth
stood beside him and when he started away
he picked up the still smokiag, youngster
and sel him astride of his hip and thus
walked offl Babiesare always earried on
the hip here and notupon the back as in
China, Korea and Japan. This carrying is
done by the men as well as the women and
only the fewest of the men do any work.
Owued by the King.

*The King of Siam is supposed to own the
people and each man in the reslm hasto
serve for three, six or nine months as a ser-
vant of the Government. At s certain time
of the year the entire population is marked
off to particular noblemen or Government
masters. These mastors, whenever the Gov-
ernment demands anything of them can
compel the men marked off to serve. All
kinds of work are demandéd and the various
marks put upon the men indicate their trades
or profession. Some men are required to
give all their time to the Government, and
in this case they get nominal salaries.
Those who give half their time work for the
King 15 days and then have 15 dsys off. The
three months subjects get no pay and during
the time they are in Bangkok they have to
ﬂn?-k themselves in foll:l m&:od{ . This
work practically enslaves whole popu-
lation of m.lllll,!lnd slavery is common in
Siam. Criminsls convicted often become
slaves, and they are sometimes marked or
branded on the forehead. I have seen
many men in chains during my stay here,
snd just outside the walls of the palace
there are at least two soore of men, bright-

reyed, good-locking, lusty fellows who have

great iron collars about their necks and
chains about their legs and arms, who were
making basket work, and who offered to sell
me thelr wares as I passed. The debtor who
does not pay in Siam must become the slave
of his ereditar, who e him from 13 to
30 per cent a year, puts him 1n chains and
takes his work as the interest om the debt.
There are hundreds of such slaves in
Bangkok, and many of the men become
slaves by gambling sway their living.

Thoroughbdred Gamblors.

There are gambling houses everywhere,
and men and women, old and young, are
addicted to gambling. One of the great
games seems to be fantan, and there are big
sheds scattered aslong the main sireets of the
city in which these half-oaked, brown-
skinned, blood-spitting Siamese collect in
5:0“‘ about mats, where Chinamen act as

e bankers and conducet this game. Little
shells are used instead of cash, and the game
is mhsuntlallﬂ the same as the fantan of
China. Gambling also goes on upon the
river and it takes place among the ladies of
the harem, I em told, in the palace
itself, The nation all told seems addicted to
vice rather than to virtue, and it is nearer
akin to pure heathenism than any other I
have yet seen. Still it claims to be progress-
ive, and its King has made some steps to the
front. The whole, however, com more
to the colored Republic of Hayti or to the
blacks of San Domingo than to any other
civilization. The people are devoted to
Buddhism and the priests are pumbered by
thousands. I will visit the palace and the

rgeous temples to-morrow, and in my next

etter can give you a taste of high life and
cultare as gathered under the very feet of
the sacred white elephanis and in the
shadows of the harem itself,

FRANE G. CARPENTER,

HAY FEVER.

Something of Interest to Those Whe Are
Troubled With This Disease.

Youth's Companion.)

* *What are the caukes, nature, prevention
and care of hay fever? 'What places are
exempt from it? What are the Iatest opin-
ions of the medical profession respecting
this disease?"

The most recent opinion is that it is s
neurosis, or an affection of the nerves, a pe-
culiar susceptibility of certain nerves, ter-
minating in the mucous membrane, to irri-
tation from the polien of various plants.

It is oply aboyt 70 years since it was first
deseribed under the name of summer ca-
tarth., It prevmils much more extensively
in some countries than in others, being
twice as common in England as elsewhere,
and much less common at the South and
in Canada than in onr Northern States. It
is & rare disease west of the Mississippi,

Its seat is in the mucous membrane of the
nostrils, e pharynx, larynx and bron-
chial tubes, It sometimesassumes an asth-
matic form, snd hence has been ealled hay
asthma. The susceptibility to it is often
inherited.

Although it is caused by pollen, yeot the
inhabitants of rural districts are less liable
to it than visitors from the e¢ity. In this
respect it is like other diseases; Yellow
fever, for instance, is most likely to attack
those who come from abroad into the in-
fected iml::ly.

It is ealled hay fever, but the pollen of
many different plants may give rise to it
It ils from Mgay to Aungust. All
patients sre not susceptible to the pollen of
the same plant. Thst of the grasses is per-
haps the most potent. June is most prolifie
of pollen-grains; Eight hundred a da
have been collected on aglass less than half
an inch square. Raina often wash the at-
mosphere nearly clear of them.

To be sure of escaping the annual attack,
one must remove to & region at a distance
from the offending vegetation, say to the
W hite Mountains in New Bmpsﬁire Mt
Mansfield in Vermgnt, the Adirondacks
in New York,to extended grazing regions,to
the seaside where the prevailing wind is
from the ocean, or to debsely inhabited
eities, with few Ellkl and open spaces.
Respirators are a_help,

The general system needs to be fortified,
say by shower-baths and tonic medicines
and the local irritation should be allay
under the advice of & physician. Each at-
tack incresses the susceptibility, and fre
quently recurring aitacks may lead to deaf-
ness,as the Enstachian tube generally dhares
in the irritation.

RELATION OF RICOTINE T0 VERTIGO,

The Results of Various Investigations Lald
BRefore the Freoch Academy,

New York Tribune.) s

M. Decaisne has Inid before the Fremch
Aecsdemy of Medicine the results of various
in ons relating to the vertigo pecn-
liar to smokers. From this it appears that
the wumerous experiments made in this
line have proved that nicotine contracts the
muscular coat of the vessels, and that verti-

periences. & feeling of emptiness in the

head, so much so that he seeffis as- it abput

faint, g turning around and
niused.

has further asoertained that
are chiefly found in smok-
i

¥ accus smoki
also known several of
gestion, and " hfo dun::: f th h:.rnt:

even for of the

with the ﬁr-.nlt. &5 might b&nnpond, of in-
creasing lymphlut e proper treat-
ment in absolute abstention from
the weed, some slight laxative with

AMAN OF MANY WILES

The Florida Land Agent and His
Peculiar Characteristics.

YELLOW FEVER BUT ANINCIDENT

To s Residence in the Land of Flowers and
. Alligators.

SELLING REAL ESTATE BY THE GALLON

OF THR DISPATCH.}
S80UTH FLOR-
IDA, April 4—In
Florida, from the
North to the Bouth,
and from the At-
I}{ lantic to the Gulf,
the broad, bland
smile of & wall-
known charsoter
., Meetsevery tourist.
" He is the real es-
A e tate agent of the
Italyof America! The humble weil-wisher of
the stranger and & martyr to the canse of the
much sbused “Iand of alligators, sand and
tin cans.” In the church, the hotel, on
steamboat or train, he makes life interesting
to the fraveler. In glibness of tongue this
irrepressible rivals the Pennsylvania book
sgent. In almost every instance, this de-
fender of the State is a native of Yankee-
dom, and when Yankee meets Yankee itis
worse than Greek meeting Greek. Theregular
“down Haster” who can see nothing from a
pumpkin to a pine tree outside of Yankee-
dom, without exclaiming, “Maine kin beat
it every time,” meets his counterpart in the
Florida agent, afhe fights the battle, “or-

anges versus nutmegs,*

EEAL ESTATE BY THE GALLOX,
This friend of the Flower Land desls in
futures, and faith and hope—in the sptcu-
lator—are his guarding spirits. As “‘doctors
seldom take theirown medicine, and divines
do not always practice what they preach,””
so the agentis shyof meddling with the

—land of l'a;nablnhhom for the homeless,

heal happiness, ete., ste. Ca
;.:.w"ﬁg B tebes kalkia,  alles
samea kind.”

Wllt{-:_n and experience iuetfl thE.hlt the
man who wants fo enjoy & four o sunoy-
label himself *sold” to

peninsula must

agent No.' 1; a combat  with
iz “Florida shark' would re-
nire & resurrection of Herneles,

or like the dine-hesded bydra, as often as
one is slain, two rise in his stead. The
same ‘‘cuteness”’ or m;lﬁlu!ltx which echar-
acierizes the Yankee over the world, in-
spiring him to meet the latest wants in
hrmlt medicine, “probihition editions'—
with the “‘t:ld e"” where the ought
to be—enables him also to put his knowl-
edge of Florida into a'flowery poem that is

dened with a knowledge of “smallpox in
California,” destructive blizzards of the

Talked to Death—Agent and Victim.

great Northwest, and pictures graphicall
the horrors of Northern bank uprul mn’-
porting the t trust company of cash-
iers in Can Florida, too, is a land of
m&-nlty. if we may judge from the
titled inhabitants, = Genmeral, captain,
colonel, e, &re common &p
tions all through the South, but here
we find kings and queens plentiful—from
the king of the orackers, ¢ king, orange
king, etc., ete., to .

THE EING OF LAND AGENTS.

Whether this royal agent of Florida
sesses the combined strength, courage, phil-

A TROPICAL FLORIDA HOME.

land of oranges and balmy sunshine on his
own sceount. Heis, in the main, & hard

working, fajthfal fellow; but, of  eourse,
!reqm:lgﬁy obliged to getinto as in
the case of the agent who sold a *“*beautiful

fragrant elysium, with a lake front, and as
a bonus, elimate thrown in during thed
season; but when the buyer attemp
location, nothing but the climate re-
mained; so with ibe lgemc irit
of = our vanquis viotor
threw mw. to the largest frog
in the swamp with the generous reminder,
““Possession is nine points in law,” and as
he waded away from the watery vastness of
the sm:chin? marsh, the realization of the
“ohestnut,”” "“land bonght and sold by the
gallon,”’ settled urn him.

The land agent 1s a man of varied moods
and tenses and quickly accommodates him-
self to his vietim. One person finds in him
a disciple of the teaching, “be 'umbls
Uriah, and you'll git on,"” To another he
has all the wild-eyed enthusiasm of a Col-
onel Sellers. He is a “defender of the
faith.,” Every objection filed is met with
and fought with outright. The objections,
sand, moccasins and malsria, fade away
like dew beforea Florida sunshine when

this modern Demostelines takes up the de-
fense. In war antlll in r.-m:a‘l , the Yankes
real estate agent is equal to every emer-
geney, and ﬁ.d';m not require a Methuselsh
to note that the energy and versatility that
are so invaluable in soldiers, and 0 ¢
acteristic of the American, are the gifts—
genius, wit and power—ol-the agent,
MERELY A VISITATION.

IT truth is stran than fietion, then
might every modern Aunanias in this pro-
fession wish he had been born s G. Wash-
ington. What bad effects has yellow fever
left on speculation, Mr. Land t? This
bitter question is pnt to him every day dur-
ing thql.u segeon, but the Spartan will die
game rather than show the white fi -
and as to chz.iluk %tlﬁ ,tb

ueers, “It'sa tation, sir, e lot o’
?ngoru{i"ty. The world, sir, is ehock full of
wisitations,”” ‘and m on to prove, with
soulful a s, now ia the tims to
invest; to-morrow the .
forever lost. The agent rubs his din’s
lamp, produces his usual aocessory, s little

= town,” and before the Iator,
DTl s Hovxin, e ddsslels
ne barrens e the  seat
of !a - ﬁh?lb oity, h,h ﬂl? rank
nngles o ammocks, magnolia ave-
'L . orange ds, architectural cot-
ete., ete., apring up before imagi-
nation. It 45 tld
bat a brave, bold
5 & vu-ni@ i
venture,
il aasy an s
& -
and be mersy with ' ¥
every n me
mdnl,;?n sound l';. 7

mind and body, as
well as free of .the re-
nsibility of Flor-
k real citata,
half  finished the

osophy, versatility and persuasiveness of
all the “‘mighty host"” remnins to be proven,
but with 7,000,000 atres of land on his lists,
the king of Florida land agents will need
the strength of old Atlas, and it will re-
quire mors strategy than the mythologiesl

giant rmeued if he shitts this little world
of estats on to the shoulders of a mod-
ern Heroules,

After all, there is a liarity abont
Florida. Its witching, stimulating climate

aots like an elixir, and ellver promises
to blend with goldea realities, and the

land agent is the m who
has forced this beautirul, trackloss,
tropieal wilderness into the ranks

of a vigorous, public-spirited, enterprising
country. There is a fascination in the
romantic legends of this elysian land. So
the sgent who has discovered the original
Garden of Eden, in Florids, finds many
ready to believe in him, and when he pro-
duces the petrified coreof the apple, and
the identical fig tree from which Eve made
her troussean, until the world disproves his
assertiona he will continue to sell town lota
in the original Paradise, and, when the
prospective city appears, nodoubt do honor
to the apple core by departing from all
formulas snd erocting 8 monument—to Eve!
The Fountaih of Youth is & real Florida
chestnut, and about ss profitable in Dixie
as the wooden nutmeg in Yankeedom. Old
de Leon's failure to find the spring has
proved a benefactor to the school of land
llmil ll‘m- et?ch o‘:;lc h;n wcq.:ltad triia privi-
ege of locating the Perpetual 8 and
the Yankee medicine man inp -:f:'. i
nectarine trusts and bottling these health-
giving and rejuvenating waters for the ben-
efit of humanity, and youth, health and
happiness are within reach of all those who
will put trust and faith in the self-sacrificing
reformers of the Land of Flowers, sunshine,
oranges and wealth, M. M,

A LANGUID LIFE,

The Troples Compel Forcigners to Make
Life Very Easy.

Europeans in the tropics do nothing for
themselves which they are not compelled to
do, and at last slmost lose the power of ex-
erting themselves at sll. A writer thus
describes life atone of the large hotels of
Caleutta:

“Every guest must have & man of his
own fo perform the most trifling service;
then two men have fo be engaged to work
the bedroom punkah, one by dsy, the other
by night. In the wide passage of the hotel,
you find some of these men sitting or lying
asleep till they are wanted. v ~

“A sportsman hardly goes out without
five sttendants—one to carry his gun until
it 18 wanted, another the ammunition, and
a third the dead game. Number four wonld
be responsible for refreshments, while the
fifth man would lead a pony to carry the
sportsman from cover to cotver.

It is impossible o conceive a more un-
healthy life than that of many European
Indies 1n India, who lie on their conehes all
day and do absolutely nothing but think
how bhot it is and how ill they are.”

- The Barglar’as Mistake,
Chiesgo Tribune.]

Masked Burglar (surprising railroad of-
ficial alone in office)—I'll trouble you, my
iriend, to open that "ere safe and hand me
out the stuff that's inside,

Official (trembling)—Don’t point that
revolver at me, please don'tl! I'l do it,

Here it is, = 3

;l“' my ﬁgnd'to mu’ t:::]; you fo
vemea -

d’(’ﬂnlll( dly)—I can’t give you a pass,
i.

titled to a pass, I tell you.
l?&tigln (coeking revolver)—Come, be

u
\ Official (in & violent rage)—You infernal
take that! (knocks burglar down,
mll’huhni feet, and telophones for

“easy to take.” s
The real estate t is like an encyclo-
pedia on an elec current, He is bur-

Oﬂlrr must have it, my friend. « ] tell
B (impatiently}—Youn are not en-

CRANKS AT HOTELS.

thehel of Eccentric Characters
Who Have Been Patrons

OF BOME PITTSBURG HOSTELRIES.

Grumbling Guests, S8atisfied Boarders, and
©  Btrangers Who Betray

ASTONISHING LACK OF INFORMATION

[WRITTEX FOR THE DISPATCH.I

One of the peculiar features of Ameriea,
which has been commented upon by Max
O'Rell and dther foreiguers, is its hotel
population. I do not mean travelers and
transient guests, but another class whose
only home is within a hotel.

Whoe’er has trayel'd life’s dull round,
‘Where'er his stages may have been,

May aigh tothink he still has found
His warmest welcomoat an inn.

8o says Shenstone, and the average man
who is blest with s happy home will be in-
clined to agree with him. But there are
hundreds who think otherwise; men and
women, both married and single, possessed
of abundant means, who prefer hotel lifs to
the petty annoyances of housekeeping.
There is scarcely a city or village in the
country which does not number smeng its
population many persons who reside at
hotals from choice. Indeed, it would
seem as if no one could adopt that
mode of living from necessity, or
from motives of economy, as the rates, even
of the eheaper hostalries,are considerably in
excess of the cost of housekeeping. One
ean readily understand why bachelors and
single ladies prefer to pay liberally for
their board, rather than provide their own
food and lodging, but why married people,
and even families, should follow their ex-.
ample is not so apparent. But every per-
son who ean will follow his or her inclins-
tions, and it is a fact beyond dispute that
the number inclined hotel-ward is already
Iarge and steadily increasing. The

HOTEL POPULATION OF PITTSBURG,

if reckoned up, would probably run into
the thonsands, and it embraces wealthy
business men, clerks, and even laborers.
Only men of good income can afford to live
at first-class hotels, but there are second,
third, fourth and even fifth rate establish-
ments, so that a person can board at a hotel
for almost any price, from $50 & week down
to 85, and even less, Talking with an old
hotel clerk of this eity, the other day, I
picked up some information that rather
surprisea me,

*“Why," he said, I know men that pay,
$150 a month for beard and only $15 or $16
for office rent. There are others, who have
neither offices nor business, bat ample in-
comes, who live in single rooms in zmall
hotels and are astonishingly economieal.
Every hotel almost has its set of old board-
ers who have been regular fixtures for 10,
15 or 20 years, and some very peculiar
people there are among them, too. One
man I could mentiop, only it wouldn't do,
su occupied Iheﬂuhmn suit of m&d ﬁn;h a

ozen and has never e
walls t:ubﬂe' repapered, or &e.rm woodwork
painted, or- new carpets put.down in all
S stk
W sweeping, an

s or :'Pl arow. It would

done carefull
go hard witha t who s0 much as
moved abook or paper from its place while
dusting.” ¢ 'l.'bln closet im one
is filled from fo
th an mmnhb:ia of old
old papers, account newspapers,
hsts.]:wt off shoes and other stuff that has
been there for years. The closet has never
been cleaned out since he began piling stuff
in there. AIl the material in it must be
well nigh worthless, yet he values it as
highl A as if it were worth its weight
in o
“*We bave another guest who has sat at
the same table with other for five
years, and never yet addressed s word to
them. He's quite sociable with stran
but he never.opens his mouth to the
people unless to give anorder to some of the
ler‘unts.
SEVERAL LITTLE ECCENTRICITIES.

“ Another old boarder wasn’t suited with
his room aﬁerdthe xm‘liﬁwmmm
A year ago, and so he got it pa
and fixed up to suit his own taste. Ashe

Was 6 customer the landlord allowed
him to have his own way. I sup he
went to an éxpense of several b dal-

lars in fitting up the room, getting new
carpets, new curtains, and some new furni-
ture. y he did it I can't imagine; mast
bie 'h{uha whim, for ha“n;imt,l : ‘:::
time in his room ex ght,and as

as I've been here Imﬂw knowa him to
invite anybody into it.

";l&no ler old f%: Kiiuc.kk‘mnnh the
hotel employes as r.' Nothin
evér suits him; at least he was never hu.rs
to ex| satisfaction at anything done for
him, He has a new complaint to make to
the landlord every day, and has been in-
formed more than & thousand times that he
might leave if not suited, vet he couldn’t
be hired to move. He enjoys hisfu A
and as we've got used to if.ﬁver! little at-
tention is puid to any of his ﬁrnmblln;.
Boarders in general don’t m"u re half as
much waiting on as transients, but there are
some I have known that I wouldn’t have
?ho:;t 8 hotel at any price, if [ was manag-
ng t -

‘Drummers are our most appreciative and
a ble patrons. They ‘p]l::nti make

mselves at home, get soquainted without
an effort and treat the hotel folks like old
friends after they’ve been here a day. “The
man who travels least is likely to be most
exncting and cause most bother, A hotel is
the best place in the world in which to
study human nature. If a man is cranky
in any way his peculiarities are pretty sure
to crop out here. If he is inexphrienced
and comes from a back town, we know it,
no matter how much style he may try to put
on.

STRANGE INFORMATION WANTED;

“Not long ago a well dressed man who
was here asked me where the
office was. I gave the directions as well as
I could, after which he thanked me and re-
marked that he wanted to mail a letter. 1
didn" inform him that there wasa letter
box right here in the office, for [ didn’t want
him to think I was aware of the fact that he
was 8 ‘hayseed’ from "way back.
“*Another. man who asked me whether I

knew & cortain person was completely mys-
when looking over the u’

directory to the pame he mentioned.
Evidently he had never seen such a publi-
cation before,

* “What?' said he, ‘do you have a book
that tells where everybody lives?”

It is s to contain the name of
every resident of Pittsburg and Allegheny,”
I replied.

‘* ‘Might - convenient scheme for you,” he
rejoined, and from further nmr;: Iin-
ferred that he was under the im

had been

are likely to hear the finest sermon. A
clerk needs to be a walking en

eyelopedia of
eral i ramattn and he must be if he
Mhh ‘minu:." Banr,

[WRITTEN YOR THE DISPATCHL]
Safely In harbour
Is the King's ship; in the deep nook, whers
once

Thoa call'dst me up st midnight to fetch dew
From lﬂ‘:; still-vex'd Bermoothes, there she's
—Shakespeare’s Tempest, Act 1., Scene Ir

When the last piece of Baggage had been
stowed in the hold of the steamship Oronoeo
sounds of a kissing kind were heard on her
not overly clean decks, and then the ship’s
bell warned the farewell and ta-ta delega-
tion to seek the seclusion that an oderifer-
ous North river pier grants on a premature
-wl.l‘ d.,o

The, commetion was cansed by s large
dalegation of New York males and fomales
who had been seared away from Florida by
Yellow Jack germs, and were seeking a sun
bath and swellish pleasures at & resort but
recently boomed in prebs and pamphlet at
the metropolis, The lines were cast off, the
engines lazily labored with shaft and screw
and gradually pushed the narrow iron
wave-jumper upon the bosom of New York
bay—destination, Bermuds; latilude, un-
known to nearly all on board; longitude,
ditto; distance, mere conjecture; course, by
the compass; direction and force of wind,
immaterial; object, pleasure snd the sweeis
of .fashionable hotel life ina sub-tropieal
isle; prospect, Celightful; spirits, buoyaat;
barometer, falling.

Ags the Oronoco slowly swung out of ber
slip a goodly company gathered on the sea-
ward end of Pier 47 and bade the voyagers
a bandkerchief bon voyage. The floral of-
ferings to the tourists who seemed to belong
to the gold-belted band of MacAllisterites
—please pronounce MacOllester—were pro-
fuse; but alas! the posies wers destined o
waste their sweetness on plebeian nostrils.
Variegated silk and linen filuttered in & re-
sponsive farewell, and the ship slowly
moved upon the garbage-tainted waters of
the bay, whose efflavia may yet cawge Bar-
tholdi’s bronze gisntess to drop illy-
lighted torch and hold her nostrils, Mean.
while -

The merry March wind piped a Hvely Isy

That rattled the ratlines and chains;

And the steamship boundesd on over the Bay,
And soon reached the watery plains.
The First Dinner Bell

It was breesy, but there was no dust;
hepce it was refreshing. Before the Hook
was reached many aristocratically-delicate
and plebeinn stomachs craved sustemance,
and when the steward’s bell finally piped all
haods to the saloon there was a struggle for
choice seats at the high-racked, crib-like
board. Many had picked ont places, having
liberally tipped the autocrat of the dining
hall for the privilege of their eards
in choice ln:ltion:?e&h m:enring seats
at the first table. Thus the dear chappies
snd tightly-laced ladies managed to be first
in the fuil-stomached saerifice that was to
be offered up to Old Nep.

ey started at the thick soup and
finalty landed #n the ices. They chatted
about the delights and pleasures of the ses,
and wondered where the ship was going.
They held the board until some of
companions suddenly wearied of the feast
S p s . i
5 and a
dinner that asserted itself Then sl.t
quette was cast and it was a go-as-
you-plzase skirmish for siata where
contribution boxes had been p to re-
ceive the offering which would scon be
Sihsl Mgt oF e ait; wal 130 Mg ek

T o
litsle fishes down ln.!w.“" & he

The patient plebelans who went aboard
unencumbered steamer chairs, floral
monuments, bables, old Iadies, sisters,
sweethearts or aunts—the real men who
were out for all there was in it, who neither
feared mal de mer nor the blank stare of
the uppish portion of the company—made
t ves solid with Muele Stewnrd from
the start by muklyt&hing way to the hun-

selects and waiting for the secong table.
eanwhile
The first-seated ste and inhaled the ship's

odor,
‘While grabbing for dishes that slid to the
floor;
Then they staggered away in most horrid dis-
order,
And, few, very few, of them ate any mors!

“ How Someo Ships Save Money.

THE voyage from Bandy Hook to the coral
reefs of Bermuda is undoubtedly the rough-
est on the Atlagtic. It is the dreadful
Chanael trip long drawn out. The course
lies southeast by east, and when the breeze
blows from almost any quarter the vessel
pitches, rolls to the 230 angle and ships big
seas on her weather side with suddennpess
and frequency. The Oronoco had & nor-
wesfer all the way down. The wind did
not shift 8 point from start to finish, snd
while it helped her along, the was
a killing ene. Out of the 110 souls aboard,
about 20 to 25 kept some of the provisions
from spoiling. Theshipis a staunsh one,
and, as the Captain smilingly remarked,
“An easy roller.,” To the landsman the
rolling was rather tiresome. And thus it
came to pass that the first bungry ones fed
were knocked out in the opening round.

The return trip was made on the Trini-
dad, a sister lhg;lfa" feet longer than
the Oronoco. course lay northwest by
west, and the gale came howling from the
northeast. Out of s passenger list of 130,
about 25 weathered the storm after the first
dinner. For 43 hours all
low by the heavy seas and the lurchin
oy st nos, DL

oo company was ¥ p
ticularly that of the female md“th’;
dren shoard.

tusslt with the sea. 1
thrtr?; donum.ud

n o or four—
m daughter of a New York pilot, who
mundmthem—lumﬂngl{ at every
meal on the reiurn veo until the west
ern side of the Gulf was !
the wind ceased to blow, and the sea set-

trip to Bermuda
for a tough
3 4 mmhdy was

tled down a bit. The remainder of the
trip was and the ghastly sick soon
got their land and control of their
sorely-tried )

So yonsee how o in the Bermuda
trade saves - hh:%c line. oIl

Théy cross tream diagonally at
its su y widest part. It takes l{on

12 to 14 hours io pass over this

ustomed monstrous
%—“‘i’.&“‘.ﬁ Mﬂh?‘ the
Ry n, Sl

AN EDEN IN THE OCEAN.

One Sea-Washed "Spot Where Flowers Bloom and Birds
Sing Through the Livelong Year,

rougher in the stream than oulside of if, for

Warocked and we rolled on the top of the
wave

‘While sailing o’er the river of the ocean;

Many pale-faced creasures longed for the

grave,
Whila well ones cursad the beastly motion!

fn!lturwuu! a thoasand furlongs of sea
an acre Sarre ?::mh beatn,
brown furze, . 'ﬂ;?:hvuh

anyeting:
done I wounld deathiym-
Mmm“'m ;

A Peep at Purndise.

EARLY on & June i it was
March in Ameriea, but the dudines aboard
declared it was June, aued as this term saves
s deseription of the weather it is utilized
here—the Oronoco dropped anchor in Five
Fathom Hole, just off Eogland's big dry
dock, and the sung harbor cocupisd by sev-
eral of H. M.'s warships. When the sun
rose over oleander and cedar-elad hills it
shed a light that enabled the early risers an
board to cateh o first glimpse o;tha Ber-
mudas,

Spread before thewr delighted gase was a
mna?l of h:l{, and ocean. ! Snow-whits

of quaint but unimposing design ex-’
gond side and roof from b;pfi a screen of
looming folinge. Far ns the eye could
reach these pretty houses, perched on hill-
side and ing in flowery, palm-decked
dells, held up their snowy roofs for the first
kiss ;:’i the nmh mh:{-plei:s ;:n, whi};: flower-
scented zep! # o to
the dew thn,:nona like o nds {u g’:
tiles and h“T pearl-like on the cool-look-
ing, deep-green leafy veils that half hid them
from view. Through long lines of tropical
wth 8 cream-like roadway wound round

Iiand disa down nl{ey, like n white
serpent, with skin immacnlate, hunting a
bower of roses in which to lazily coil and
slges oft & feast by the god of warm
wind and life-giving my—frostless ever,

failing never!

Down deep th:oc&n the clear salted wa-~
ters to fantastic beds of
coral and forests of sea fans through which
the beautiful angel fish, the striped hamlet,
the mgmhe mL:kaj!h' the !riskybr:ld snap-
per and ti \ g rgie un-
mindful of tb: Ermncgouf umhedd'm
gerson the sky-blue and wonderfully opaque
waters above them.

The delightful feast spread by Nature on
the earth above and in the waters beneath
soothed the nauses-ridden victitus of the
Gulf Btream, and all miseries were forgot-
ten in the pretty marine piotare, whieh held
all spellbound, uncil—

The smoke from 3 lighter darkened sunbeam,

And the bastle for landing began;

Whils the yell of the perter disturbed a.day
dream,

And' they turnad to face custom and medical
man!

Where it Tires Somo to Rost,
THANES to the free trade proclivities of
Mother England, her customs officers
chalked the stateroom baggage politely and
without rufiling a nightshirt. Unbroken
boxes of Yankee cigars were quickly vised,
the owners merrily tripped down the

ship ladder, and all were soon stesming *

through fortuous coral eamals, amid pictuer-

esque miniature headlands, through whits-
breasted islets into Hamilton harbor. No

clatter of - wheel, screech of lmuotlu} I
4

tinkle of horse car hell, shout o

ranner or hand of hackman was hesrd or
seen. - It was Sabbath repose of the high-
est order, in spite of the fact that the thres
lone barbers on the island lathered and
shaved, and the genial mixers of brandy
splits dished out hot doses to all comers.
The shop keeper wiled not, and the fizz of
the soda fountain jarred not on the Wis-
hartian ear. L. & O. folk wounld fiad &
barren vineyard in Bermuds., It was s
peace that cansed boisterous talkers o lower
their tones, and exorcised loud lsnghers as
to cause them to suppress their guffaws into
satisfled smiles. Out on the white roads
that ran under the budding nleanders itwas
the peace of Paradise, Ounly the whistle
of the red bird and the chirrug of the spar-
row broke the rural silence of that sweet!
summer-like Sabbath morn in

favored Bermuda. In the coral caves on
her shores the waves rolled in rythmie
numbers, and in rztdlng left bebind mo
debris of the ses to hide the scale lines of
their mighty song.

Such is Bermada on Sunday beyond the
narrow confines of hotel and rambling vil
lage. Itis s peace that to the busy man of
business seems oppressive. It makes him
fired to rest. But those who seek refuge
from the whirl of living, who have gone
wrong in nperve ocenter and tisswes, who
chase the god of sleep in I'lkefﬂ.l.z—-l
only to see the vision-veil lifted and the
shadows grow brighter instead of darker,
Bermuda is a ses-girt heaven. Frost is an-
known. Her pure coral-washing wavesand
picturesque bays breed no m Her
thermometer in winter ranges from 83° to
75°. During the writer's stay it did not
fluctuate five points, never drop below
650 or jumping over the 70° line. No frogs
croak in her handsome, sweet-smelling man-
grove marshes, no snakes crawl through her
coral caverns. Nothing in earth or air with
poisoned sting or venomous tooth and tongue
scares loungers in field or on shore, They
say that centipedes have been imported
from the West Indies, and are sometimes
found u;“tlhe southern coast. dAh!e' mos-

uitoes in summer time,and the frisky
au makes it interesting for those who linger
about the docks in hot westher, These are
trifles, however, as one spparently musd
hunt for before finding them in springtime,
Carmain
"Tis a bright little isle lavad by biuestof waves,
That are warmed in the wash of the stream
of the seas
That roil over reefs into guaint coral eaves,
And lé..lnku their white manes oo u flowery
L

A FewPeculiar Features.

BERMUDA onions and potatoesiare hovss
hold words in northeastern Ameriea. Tha
first crop of potatoes has nearly been de-
voured and the second crop is coming on
nicely now. The onions have been retarded
by & wet winter, but a few boxes have been
shipped to New York. The potatoes and
onions look just like the Yankee article, ex-
cept the tops are greener and more |
showy. An onion and a marphy are the

same the world over, barring Haver and

;t;?glh. The I}erwlily hh:gowinh.ll \
m. Acres o white beauty
scent the air and nod imﬂ hedged by
oleanders. A field of lilies nestling .in w
secluded but fertilelittle valley is a foast
for eye and nostril, and s money-
coneern for the owner.
Scieutists say Bermuda is a hes i
coral reef. As Science says this, it
useless to go behind the returns. :
ﬁa'sﬁlhmquiu lofty, and mueh
has been resorted to in building her
ui roads. While walking one morn-
i marred

I HH

lazily pulling

m;hﬂlﬂd&
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